The Daily Telegraph

TRAVEL SECTION OF THE YEAR

TRAVI

Europe’s great cities thrive in the autumn, no longer

Europe’s 10 greatest city breaks
—and how to do them better

Avoid the tourist traps and skip the obvious this autumn, with help from our local experts

with the while with each

sweltering under the summer heat or bursting with
holidaymakers en route to the nearest beach. As
a welcome chill enters the air, locals return to
favourite patios to enjoy the last moments of sun-
shine. Fewer crowds flood museums and galleries,
and there are often bargains to be found, especially
in the still-mild days late in the season.

These grand metropolises are destinations we
return to again and again, favourite spots that
equally reward a first visit and a fifth (or indeed fif-
teenth). An introductory break allows a chance to

get
Teturn trip comes the opportunity to delve deeper,
to see another side beyond the most obvious attrac-
tions. Perhaps this is a wander through a city park
to enjoy the golden-tinted foliage, or a tour of a less-
er-known gallery with an under-appreciated collec-
tion. You can easily wile away a weekend in a
neighbourhood cafe in Athens or Prague, sipping
espresso or mulled wine and enjoying the ambience,
‘As temperatures cool, cultural offerings prolifer-
ate. This season, select masterpieces - Matisse,
Rothko, Pic 0 and more - from Paris’ Centre Pom-

pidou (closed for renovations until 2030) are on dis-
play in Amsterdam. While crowds flock to Munich
for Oktoberfest, fewer visit Vienna to sample autum-
nal tipples in urban beer gardens and wineries. And
in Florence, buzzy new restaurants highlight sea-
sonal ingredients and modern Italian cuisine,

So, with so much on offer, how to best fill your
weekend away - and how to avoid falling into the
regrettable plethora of tourist traps in each of these
great cities? I your itinerary includes the likes of the
Eiffel Tower or the Uffizi, each flanked by rows of
middling bistros and tavernas touting plastic menus

and lacklustre plates, yow'll want to counter the
mainstream with insider knowledge of the most
worthwhile stops.

‘We asked our destination experts to share their
secrets to making the most of a city break this
autumn, whether you select a new locale to explore
orreturn toa personal favourite. They've shared the
attractions they suggest are best avoided, the neigh-
bourhoods locals love, and the restaurants to book
now if you want to bag a coveted table. Libby Ryan

Continued on page2
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AGolocal: admire
the Eiffel Tower by
all means but

stay in a ‘liveable
neighbourhood” such
as the 11th or 17th
arrondissements
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Chateau La Commaraine
Pommard, France

A grand cru wine in hotel form, this boutique beauty is set in its own vineyard and steeped in history, says Nicole Trilivas

Burgundy’s best hotel sits in its own
premier cru vineyard, with a vine-si

pool, fine French fare and prestigious

heritage harking back to the 12th cen-
tury. Impressively, some of the estate’s
transformation was completed by the
team that restored Notre-Dame.

Location
10710

The hotel is set within its very own
elas (walled vineyard), classed as pre-
mier cr, second only to grand cru in
Burgundy’s wine hierarchy, The sur-
rounding village is sleepy and charm-
ing with a church, chocolate shop and
a few restaurants. It's easy to explore
via cycle paths on the hotel's e-bikes.

Stvle and Character

This 37-room boutique Inm-l!uxr-m:l
cru in If. It has pedigree,
a ducal past and an ac 1 u](l
sibli g.Ihv):ltllanmwwltnn-ll(\pa
inE s, thanks 10 its
o and wine, i rare
olllwImlulxm.wh:hb.h 1 here
Some elements of the property
five-year transformation were done by
the same team that brought Notre-
Dame back to life. It is modern but
romantically preserved:; as :Ilp:hl and
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seemn fo be always present and helpful

bright as a spa hotel, bul
enveloped in a bygone, fairytake glow
Anintimate lobby of white stone, gold
accents and sink-right-in sofas sets the
perfect holiday tone, with open doors
ushering in the bre the
ever-present vines,

Service and Faci
910

The staff, dressed in smart Prussian
blue and brilliant white uniforms,

HOTEL HAPPENING

OYou don’t have to visit the “deep

wood” tosee Julia Donaldson's
classic children's book The Gruffilo
come o life. Raffles London at the
OWO has launched 2 new package
and a themed children's afternoon tea
{50, running until January, to mark
the first new Gruffalo book to be

€5

order was
and sommeliers were quick with sug-

gestions, as you'd expect. ent, butall are soothing cocoonsof x| g o ik

The hotel is a working wine estate | | 24Grande Rue, | | ury with a soft, calming palette. Some t-hotels.
and the newly built cuverie isoneof the Pommard, have exposed wood beams and balco-
coolest facilities I've seen at a hoel, Burgundy, nies, the best have dual-aspect views of Y
inviting guests to get involved in the France (00333 | | the vineyard and fountained courtyard.
wine-making process. Then there's T84S 3 With heated il
aheated 18-metre pool, set right against | | chateaudacom- || nier- Thll'lu

i

the vineyands. A cave-like spa includes
three treatment cabins (for therapies
using myBlend products), a hammam,
steam room, sauna, and hot and cold
plunge pools.

Telegraph
cxpert rating

910

Rooms
1010

The pleasure of staying in a hi
hotel is that each room is a littde differ-

mndlrwﬁ-ﬁmxluhs are sanctuaries.
Other things [ loved in my mini-apart-
e: a real silver box for cotton
buds, a Dyson hairdryer and a steamer.

nnH'n tion of
wiore than

10.000 hotel

reviews, visit

S

published in 20 years, Grigffalo elements of tennis and squash, is asunrise overwater villa. Seaplane

Food
910
Burgundy‘s terroir works its way into

d.a!.‘ Le Clos, with adjoining bar; and Le
tweezer-and-blowtorch kind of

room of the ¢ I
Bistro-like Le Clos, with interior win-

dows pcvekm into the cuverie, isabout

croite with aII :hr photogenicity of a
snm-.l glmmn( ; and haba
assis - blackcurrani
nurgundy s emoml most famous fnnl
after the grape). Le VIIT hones in on
ingredicnts such as tomato, three ways.
Across the board, the wine tome,
housed in a leather box and listi
10,000 botiles currently in t
as expected: precise a:r:l('xlmunlman
]I s only poll(t o iry a glass of the
estate’s flagship Clos de la Commaraine,
from grapes plucked on site.

Breakfast was the best I've had ina
while. with a well-curated buffet
(brown-gold croissants, Bordier butter,
glass cups of sliced berries and an 4 la
carte menu, from which the avecado
heaped on soft spelt stole the show.

Value for Money
810

Doubles from €711 (£610) in low season:
€R05 (L691) in high, Breakfast included.

ACCESS FOR DISABLED GUESTS?

re am tno fully adapted rooms
the Bourgogne and Grand Cru
Junior suite categories.

FAMILY-FRIENDLY?

Children of all ages are welcome, with
sofa beds and cots available on request.
A children's menu is availabl
restaurant and there ane de
ities such as a kids' tent
sereenings and popeorn.

«L-um on the island. Shellbound
Tudes a gui

Granmy. A Toniehox audio player in becoming increasingly popular - and a massage are « trail walk, an
the room the story to guests, | those who want to hone their skills included, from £6,535 for one or or tasting with paired wines at the and quote TELP2606.
andchdd:eawllf‘ncm\ﬂilv with a world-champion player cando | £7.970 for two. Imll‘lhmuumn( Bohemia, plusa See terms: telegraph.
gifts. Rooms from £900 per night. soat Le Méridien Maldives Resort Olf racquet sports sound alittle too. | Seaweed Mud couk g

& Spa. A 10+day retreat from December | energetic, the Club Hotel & Spa in lmalnmnl at the spa. The package manor
‘QPadel. the fast-paced game play 13-23 features daily classes led by J v has launched a new package 0SS for two nights,
on an enclosed court and combining | Juani Mieresand a full-board stayin | to mark the start of the native oyster nnrlmlnllz breakfast. - =y* T
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Longueville Manor,
Jersey

From £2

foratw

30 per prerson
night stay
B
Two-night stayina
Superior Double Room

Full English
breakfast daily

Afternoon tea

Complimentary
upgrade to
Deluxe Room

Travel toJersey
not included
L]

The most prestiglous
hotel in Jersey, this
five-star gem (s
amember of the
Relais & Chiteaux
group of hotels and
restaurants. It boasts
aMichelin Key.
three AA Rosettes and
awine cellar stocking
up e 5,000 bottles.
Each of the 20
sumptuous hedrooms
and suites has

and tennis court.
Telegraph Travel writer
Antonia Windsor says:
“The intricately carved
wood-panelbed dining
room and large medieval
fireplaces tell of a grand
past. Interiors are
stylish and up-to-date
‘while retaining their
period appeal *
L]

Book by October 27,

2026. Valid for stays

until April 30, 2
Blackout dates: Dec 23,
2026-Jan 20, 2027; h‘b
12-14, 2027,

ADVERTISER CONTENT FOR AWAY HOLIDAYS

Discover Dubais
with Away Holidays

Cultural experiences, stylish hotels, delicious food
and endless fun - all of it can be yours on your next
trip to the emirate, writes Hannah Summers
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